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PHARMACY DEPARTMENT
What you need to know about medical cannabis (marijuana)

1. What is medical cannabis?

· Medical cannabis is cannabis used for medical purposes. It is prescribed by a physician, and obtained through an Authorized Licensed Producer.  

· Cannabis obtained as authorized by the Canadian Cannabis Act 2018 which does not meet the definition above will be deemed by QCH to be recreational cannabis.

2. Can medical cannabis be used at QCH?

· Yes, if your physician decides it’s safe to do so based on your current medical condition and treatment. 

· To use medical cannabis you must provide QCH with licensing or Proof of Authority to Possess from Health Canada or a Federal Licensed Producer. This information will be on the product label from the producer.

3. How is medical cannabis supplied, administered and stored at QCH?

· You may use your own supply of medical cannabis that is labeled appropriately.

· The maximum amount of medical cannabis a person may possess is 30 times your authorized daily amount(s) of dried cannabis, or a maximum of 150 grams of dried cannabis.

· Medical cannabis will be stored in your medication bin and provided to you by your nurse when required. You may take your medical cannabis supply home with you on discharge.
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· Oral forms of medical cannabis must be consumed inside your patient room.

· Medical cannabis that is smoked or vaporized is not permitted on QCH premises. If you are unable to go off hospital property to smoke or vaporize medical cannabis, you will not be able to use this type of cannabis at QCH.

· You will self-administer medical cannabis unless a medical condition limits your ability to do so. 

4. As a patient at QCH, what are my responsibilities regarding medical cannabis?

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Tell your physician or other health care provider that you use medical cannabis.

· Do not share, provide, trade, or sell cannabis to anyone.

· Abide by the QCH Cannabis Policy and Smoking Policy.

· Speak to your healthcare team if you have questions regarding medical cannabis.

5. Can recreational cannabis be used at QCH?

· As per the Smoke-Free Ontario Act, all patients and visitors wishing to smoke, vape, or hold lighted cannabis products must move off hospital property.

· QCH Patients: If use is permitted by the health care team, may use non-lighted recreational cannabis products.  Patients will keep recreational cannabis with their belongings.

· For Visitors:  The Cannabis Act and its Regulations prohibits the use of non-lighted recreational cannabis products, such as concentrates or consumables, on hospital property because it is public space and a workplace.
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